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Antimicrobials in Hospital
Furnishings: Do They Help Reduce
Healthcare-Associated Infections?   
Source: Health Care Without Harm, March 2016
Author: Ted Schettler

Healthcare-associated infections (HAIs) have been
part of health care delivery since antiquity and are
major causes of morbidity and mortality today.
Attention to building design, operations, hand
washing, cleaning, disinfection, and surveillance
are proven methods for preventing and controlling
HAIs. Yet, strict adherence to guidelines is
challenging, and many hospital administrators and
infection preventionists ask, "What more can we
do? What can we add?" 

This report explores the benefits, risks, tradeoffs,
and cost implications of adding antimicrobials to
hospital furnishings.

Read more...

Access report here.
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Getting chemicals out of health care settings, with a little help  
Source: GreenBiz.com, April 1, 2016

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJStN0cgVpheL-r7XBhPPL61wpPoCpBsRX2uUMLc6I-8gi1z1DYgL3XmeiARD0zhCxth2HlBUDjb1rMVer2haa6TRMrp7NpjAKto8VWqAtCSE61ZCxHPSAEkTMAf51dxPUq7xPXLJCELeURMf4JSDC3Mhfh6FJJuOl9allYr4_QPEVedc6jRN0wFX4My_b7sPfsHEzXhIPFxtTEv0HmJoCDENOT40X-yg1-f-0XB9SdCI4CwbelUJIroUTj3sA65Rl6Q==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJStN0cgVpheL-r7XBhPPL61wpPoCpBsRX2uUMLc6I-8gi1z1DYgL3XmeiARD0zhCxth2HlBUDjb1rMVer2haa6TRMrp7NpjAKto8VWqAtCSE61ZCxHPSAEkTMAf51dxPUq7xPXLJCELeURMf4JSDC3Mhfh6FJJuOl9allYr4_QPEVedc6jRN0wFX4My_b7sPfsHEzXhIPFxtTEv0HmJoCDENOT40X-yg1-f-0XB9SdCI4CwbelUJIroUTj3sA65Rl6Q==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJStN0cgVpheL-9jXzziuTWILXNaQdMKyZG-LKlqFRvut1NVchJ7O2TkqORCp5ZLmFKXsDMcKhbAJigzeOCIRtAo7Hi6Znko45-1XJboySTofMFLdtAUpqUqu-9YVVkWBqimqKkMicSLbS9GX8TfMZlAK42HbzDh4oKENmnVDrIT1IaI0LqUdV3cu-sct163OYZ5OD4U_Lh3I_R8QmL2RlIiNLRa3eYSTYzOMfXVHZLXVcpY21XP4oiJA=&c=&ch=
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ttzymncab&p=oi&m=1102108714611&sit=huymniidb&f=f29d7da5-5860-4b2b-9bba-8776b67e1936
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJShhwDH246ZLI6csN_JDxWT4MJUfjGEdlAfeukmFZHUxk7JQiME2VJT25GhpUBC-xsXNuUHxJImljdhYq6gvGtigV_EA-kl7FNZBjlYX5tdy3NF_6rcufv5uHp-0CKgO_6OnA5CYId9AUucgJxlrY7GrXN7l22vIBHPaRvtTyXKIywxyc6QBxH8VZHRlxdCx7fi2RvG3SvuS4&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJSnQbST9EAqUX77Y1VJc-MP4Xa7lsL2iwClXgvTQc5hRroKJ0fpPNkn8O0izZN-0qKAEC6evfwOFaLbBFgTsMrPZ4wgLpmDB7uhY1k4LkCgc_7JXZGzv7dD0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJSo79W44AqtIb7MI9ToYnGDxl3wfvexBjeh2PH-Rrpbo0CzO_Lwem1QD0owGvTqWoJ8LVKXFw5EwctjC_f5LSOyXEYv69Zab1rmgcoahF_uZTHFZy_RgVR8VIhkevLqMWZNnxRMDQCIgp2rYZZ-nNFhDm27wlJRaY3_D0NIcX3I13z_nAkGS87-EDlrQKaKDw1okPOOf8Y4lMKopKTM1kixP_1xeDJQ6XTQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJSlA5hNG5SIzhmAZl6y6OyTHX76qAzK6m1lIsNYJSa40YupQzZOFLmzYmPwgZQUZH6STIJJFVHAM-eFhgazFbidCHOIbkPKYiqv5VKV3qOo10HQNaybuZl_zP5UTOUHqQtmLNYPMR6Ol4N-lkBjK2iBKQo8Yl3NUlOPL6cxXmzOZpVZV7THg-uslecvgjT6JEbtPHhUXcZxFe&c=&ch=


Author: Amanda Cattermole

The Hippocratic Oath declares that disease should be prevented whenever possible
because prevention is preferable to cure.

Furthering this oath, the Healthier Hospitals Initiative (HHI), a program involving more
than 1,300 hospitals and health care centers in the United States and Canada, has
developed a safer chemicals program as part of its broader sustainability mission.

U.S. health care spending accounted for nearly 18 percent of GDP in 2014. The health
care sector's immense purchasing power is effectively tipping the marketplace in favor of
suppliers adopting safer chemicals policies and practices.

Read more...

Food companies move away from potentially toxic chemicals in
cans 
Source: The Guardian, March 31, 2016
Author: Alison Moodie

Major food companies are still coating the lining of their metal food cans with Bisphenol A
(BPA), a chemical that has been linked to serious health problems like cancer, infertility
and obesity, according to a new study.

The study, conducted by a group of nonprofit organizations including the Breast Cancer
Fund and Ecology Center, tested nearly 200 cans from food giants such as Campbell
Soup Company, Del Monte and General Mills. Two out of three cans had the additive in
their lining, according to the authors.

All of the 15 Campbell Soup cans tested contained BPA, while more than half of the Del
Monte and General Mills cans tested positive for the chemical. BPA was also found in the
majority of private-label canned goods tested at national grocery chains Kroger and
Albertsons, and at big box retailers such as Target and Walmart.

Read more...

See study, "BPA Buyer Beware: Toxic BPA and regrettable substitutes found in the linings
of canned food".

See March 24, 2016 article from Center for Environmental Health, "Watchdog Groups
Condemn CalEPA Proposal on BPA in Food".

Also see April 1, 2016 notice from California Office of Environmental Health Hazard
Assessment, "Notice of Emergency Action to Amend Section 25603.3 Title 27, California
Code of Regulations Warnings For Exposures to Bisphenol A From Canned and Bottled
Foods and Beverages".

Washington state finds alternative BFRs in fish 
Source: Chemical Watch, March 31, 2016

Washington State's Ecology Department has identified "alternative" brominated flame
retardants in 89% of freshwater fish, sampled from rivers and lakes across the state.

Department scientists measured levels of the flame retardants (BFRs), alkylphenolic
compounds, and hexabromocyclododecane (HBCD) in fish samples collected in 2014.
All of them contained PBDEs, which were also present at the highest concentrations,

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJSlA5hNG5SIzhmAZl6y6OyTHX76qAzK6m1lIsNYJSa40YupQzZOFLmzYmPwgZQUZH6STIJJFVHAM-eFhgazFbidCHOIbkPKYiqv5VKV3qOo10HQNaybuZl_zP5UTOUHqQtmLNYPMR6Ol4N-lkBjK2iBKQo8Yl3NUlOPL6cxXmzOZpVZV7THg-uslecvgjT6JEbtPHhUXcZxFe&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJSlA5hNG5SIzh-Qi2X0QxXZTVj1jPm7kKN1HiDryfk9HnXjQnnkXnbvegh0JWlyASB3zd3h36cvf_JX1SWmzKSWp0TaI4L-WYqiOBpMuUdXhcrQdT2Om9g4Z9xv0WfnrOcYuzPXs4B2-zC5HDgBi1G6yGS0auV3KVvyqFmd1Xtmz6Chv8nnRuTAvD9TtEFXaplQ42cqHQ0Ufn0mG9y3JKIHngGRkZnyuHbrnmx1vW6rYuX_7DFTn0uYHvgrd1Y5hI4v-Jc4a19JrK&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJSlA5hNG5SIzh-Qi2X0QxXZTVj1jPm7kKN1HiDryfk9HnXjQnnkXnbvegh0JWlyASB3zd3h36cvf_JX1SWmzKSWp0TaI4L-WYqiOBpMuUdXhcrQdT2Om9g4Z9xv0WfnrOcYuzPXs4B2-zC5HDgBi1G6yGS0auV3KVvyqFmd1Xtmz6Chv8nnRuTAvD9TtEFXaplQ42cqHQ0Ufn0mG9y3JKIHngGRkZnyuHbrnmx1vW6rYuX_7DFTn0uYHvgrd1Y5hI4v-Jc4a19JrK&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJSlA5hNG5SIzht9Q6AHKQ050tLOAQ3TyE--ivKWLFA5taWlZ85CBIsMUpyK6uFQucGeZpYfGIlfGKuh4aVZCRkGjeDu9D-3dWZgv2F9VS6AXRKOcWLuyc57HQLHgzqG_HFgeH-34LCQV_ky6mC9n93dMO4gs3QEqyW42g2M31enOw2x9Gt206aslBP6XJOcGxy4w41JS61rIE&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJSlA5hNG5SIzhLDUHKPvnrdQ64kfSAXeoWr72fQt8qdPsSGH-iStjIpaJ625_sqgG9tbbXc3r52eCDeiUuThICJLnhcjgQgHqYWqd-W8amCYG9OfskDV6UZX2K2M6kXUS_mwfGAUk8WPcp3XqqUsVXJcFVT5UQ4_vRL0kpQxKkyr_DPrtS8Lss1ZwpLTjZGqS2aZtb242Ctf48pUWf300nJ8szNlzTQAnYltbSBu_36wo0zkxjgHZ_S0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJSlA5hNG5SIzhsrFJ0EhuzOKd69EL5uFYz8nkoxz8cWL-m5WEy-NxQwQiaWRaroPOXAcz19mLm8yt99RWlLCyKN9Uye20C-Mx3PRVZEKY7j9rMHJXdYbO4fO2Aau0cEOxJ1-NSvrsT3qAIcwpi6gC86CEh4XPItIKhbiWhSMC6G-sddwuwT7guMY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJSlA5hNG5SIzhI_gcUftF9a9GJuGeL_4BTyxCVe_pdTuEMHxJJFncQFxQCMX36CihHkuujTkjIk3QJ5xP79qyklZYa-mYvo2yrG-Ww1-krSBpUxA8prZaO8Tu5GngrXlmhFVsJFRcv9YAMXIzWzcggWONzZanSIhtrkqgX555I24gRWBEbYvawDVrAZwqJ1ytaw==&c=&ch=


followed by alkylphenolic compounds, then HBCD and non-BDE flame retardants.

Read more...

See full report from Washington State Department of Ecology, "Brominated Flame
Retardants, Alkylphenolic Compounds, and Hexabromocyclododecane in Freshwater
Fish of Washington State Rivers and Lakes".

See from The Alliance for a Healthy Tomorrow, "Boston changes fire code to allow
furniture free of flame retardants in public spaces". 

Also see from Environmental Science & Technology, "Measuring Personal Exposure to
Organophosphate Flame Retardants Using Silicone Wristbands and Hand Wipes". 

Nonisocyanate Biobased Poly(ester urethanes) with Tunable
Properties Synthesized via an Environment-Friendly Route     
Source: ACS Sustainable Chemistry & Engineering, March 27, 2016
Authors: Zhao Wang, Xing Zhang, Liqun Zhang, Tianwei Tan, and Hao Fong

The objective of this study was to explore an environment-friendly route to synthesize
nonisocyanate based poly(ester urethanes) of poly(1,10-
bis(hydroxyethyloxycarbonylamino) decane-co-dicarboxylic acid) (PBDA) from
renewable materials/resources. ... The results indicated that the PBDAs possessed
reasonably good properties and thus could potentially be used for engineering
applications; moreover, because their macromolecular chains/backbones contained
ester and urethane groups (which would usually result in excellent cytocompatibility), it
was envisioned that these PBDAs might also be suitable for some biological and/or
biomedical applications.

Read more...

EPA targets hydrofluorocarbons 
Source: Chemical & Engineering News, April 1, 2016
Author: Cheryl Hogue

The Environmental Protection Agency is clearing the way for additional chemicals to
replace hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), potent greenhouse gases that are used as
refrigerants.

An EPA proposal released in late March "would reduce the use and emissions of some of
the most harmful HFCs, which are thousands of times more potent than carbon dioxide,"
in terms of their global warming potential, says agency Administrator Gina McCarthy. As
part of its effort to combat human-caused climate change, the Obama Administration is
promoting a global phaseout of HFCs.

EPA's proposal would also allow use of safer, more climate-friendly alternatives to HFCs.
For instance, it would clear the way for more uses of hydrofluoroolefin-1234yf, a
substance gaining popularity in automobile air conditioners as an alternative for HFC-
134a. HFO-1234yf has less than one thousandth of the global warming potential of HFC-
134a. The proposal would allow use of the HFO-1234yf in heavy-duty pickup trucks and
vans sold in the U.S.

EPA's proposal would halt the use of HFCs and methylene chloride for blowing plastic into
certain types of closed-cell foams. The move is intended to dissuade companies from
considering methylene chloride as an alternative when they switch away from HFCs, the
agency says.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJSlA5hNG5SIzhI_gcUftF9a9GJuGeL_4BTyxCVe_pdTuEMHxJJFncQFxQCMX36CihHkuujTkjIk3QJ5xP79qyklZYa-mYvo2yrG-Ww1-krSBpUxA8prZaO8Tu5GngrXlmhFVsJFRcv9YAMXIzWzcggWONzZanSIhtrkqgX555I24gRWBEbYvawDVrAZwqJ1ytaw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJSlA5hNG5SIzhS1Dd8VacfvduMb1KjTJwIHUlmltB6csDIOR3zGZxgXLv3XyWrGvultBe0_BA9sYx3zbmvwG1ZO1oFy0jM8Qf06FVnoig_sXIfDwJjxnBop9H4rg6boxqBxkOLo_ciV1IYXGyjxwParKWWj7Mxf1u2bYg480hx4BquvWhuRvCA3A=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJSjTZPEX-h_jG6GyQPQkz5GiFzN48XJ9q0XKkHR0Aoj5-MKdMdkeHoq-IErcTwbFirbFT6DAjqbMJs1JKrwwrdmes2czZvb9Yx2PAylVIMB_7F3gNP_fd6rPcwnEatcrHH3pxSYgzPiGWy1m0IpP1GiW12ODUO7LdO8ZBar_pXl5-5RYmh5VHqktSrzQYm99o1xEWH6xYKsuLI-eK1rLtY1Syf7KC2MAVERjxt_sChwaV2Z-Z7a_kz1KVtDQbVVm88Eox1L8Br9ou&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJSlA5hNG5SIzhaxR3LPkAdZ0jkC1-gcPA7e5jvq0FK8W1F3hcfVKHCl6gc9Au18us70kPwjEXCq9AxQMm0_raatUi9eIC-B1BiYQrzpo0IAkuE8-DpyUhf6d_SmpNsrpuUCAL-kY0KkF_cSQf0HjUSEH2ALQKWAPk-w==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJSlA5hNG5SIzhgXFJr1o6EV3tsx11RNAhvO19jWTRvxmqVegTXyY-_wWhYSymmhIc5aAbSVk8YfTQBWwL-HQLXDBVYZWX1T_lgEG-CTtfv35Ja-OFYiFEbwOSIo-1J55YIVXpKQvjZ7E3EITwOIYPs2LXD1PWcPbB1Sa_kNNF47oN&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJSlA5hNG5SIzhgXFJr1o6EV3tsx11RNAhvO19jWTRvxmqVegTXyY-_wWhYSymmhIc5aAbSVk8YfTQBWwL-HQLXDBVYZWX1T_lgEG-CTtfv35Ja-OFYiFEbwOSIo-1J55YIVXpKQvjZ7E3EITwOIYPs2LXD1PWcPbB1Sa_kNNF47oN&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJSlA5hNG5SIzhkpCOIAPRzQvOSU9Q1BIeyr2O7iFfH0gAMulk3bU82o4pLXhztBXtStA7q8i7OFfg2eSEYPHc-9xswrOyPIBYtouPIjN_pASYys-YTQUDLFEbH0C5uLzrLM1VEtljjucR2YCzgHsuXrM0JcrJHGQYW9yaT3K4lJ4aB-OWNEXwTFH87hlIPg_VoA==&c=&ch=


Read more...

CHC Publishes First Guidebook On Community-based Air Quality
Testing  
Source: Citizens for a Healthy Community, February 2016
Authors: Natasha Leger, Jim Ramey, and Kim Schultz

...Air pollution from chemicals associated with oil and gas development causes such
health effects as burning eyes, dizziness, and nausea, as well as potential development
of chronic diseases including damage to cardiovascular or endocrine systems. To prove
that such damages are caused by oil and gas operators, and to counter industry and
government arguments that such development does not unduly harm people and the
environment, evidence and data are needed. ...

CHC partnered with TEDX, The Endocrine Disruption Exchange, to conduct a community-
based air quality sampling study. CHC conducted one of the most comprehensive test of
chemicals associated with oil and gas development. We tested for a total of 74 chemicals
known to have adverse impacts on human health. 

Read more...

See February 2016 CHC report, "How Oil & Gas Impacted Communities Can Test Air
Quality On A Small Budget: A Step-By-Step Guidebook Based On The North Fork Valley
Air Sampling Program".

Urgent research needed into risks from nanomaterials in
household waste, according to OECD 
Source: SafeNano, March 1, 2016

Urgent research is needed to assess the possible risks to human health and ecosystems
from the ever-increasing amounts of engineered nanomaterials going into household
waste and ending up in the environment, according to a new OECD report.

"Nanomaterials in Waste Streams: Current Knowledge on Risks and Impacts" says
engineered nanomaterials are entering landfill sites, incinerators, and wastewater
treatment facilities that are not designed to filter out such small particles. Nanoparticles
are thus ending up in sewerage sludge used as agricultural fertiliser and in sewage plant
effluent that flows into rivers and lakes, as well as in recycled goods.

Read more...

See OECD report, "Nanomaterials in Waste Streams: Current Knowledge on Risks and
Impacts".

Unexamined Endocrine Disruption? Pesticides Inhibit
Prostaglandin Activity   
Source: Environmental Health Perspectives, April 2016
Author: Lindsey Konkel

Androgens are widely recognized as important drivers of male sexual development in
the fetus. Some endocrine-disrupting chemicals have been shown to impact male sexual
differentiation by affecting androgen production or blocking androgen receptors in target
tissues. Comparatively little attention has been paid to the role that ubiquitous biologically

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJSlA5hNG5SIzhkpCOIAPRzQvOSU9Q1BIeyr2O7iFfH0gAMulk3bU82o4pLXhztBXtStA7q8i7OFfg2eSEYPHc-9xswrOyPIBYtouPIjN_pASYys-YTQUDLFEbH0C5uLzrLM1VEtljjucR2YCzgHsuXrM0JcrJHGQYW9yaT3K4lJ4aB-OWNEXwTFH87hlIPg_VoA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJSlA5hNG5SIzhpHPhWOs4Mq9ENxGt7i8KV0-UyNthl2hweCibDwFwWlkh2LcBf_kTOFoY_aWM2ZPZSxwRsPsdiFEfaPkOmHA4Icejncthqqu5oPXJd0jlBM2uKdJDi1XKCTQFqj_mAal1MZZ0YG3NU9UQOn9cVmt0cUEdXaHV8a5IT2SU3GUCUub4x8Fn4pnVbVw6c2W2vhg4rDXErBXZfMQVjeDBw0dM_sm3nx4b_ZNOQAlQawI0qJIbqcwH-xtzGQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJSlA5hNG5SIzhpHPhWOs4Mq9ENxGt7i8KV0-UyNthl2hweCibDwFwWlkh2LcBf_kTOFoY_aWM2ZPZSxwRsPsdiFEfaPkOmHA4Icejncthqqu5oPXJd0jlBM2uKdJDi1XKCTQFqj_mAal1MZZ0YG3NU9UQOn9cVmt0cUEdXaHV8a5IT2SU3GUCUub4x8Fn4pnVbVw6c2W2vhg4rDXErBXZfMQVjeDBw0dM_sm3nx4b_ZNOQAlQawI0qJIbqcwH-xtzGQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001csFUc0Bqq0keytQBltSf1nTA79oEbvWYHrJhjA2cSbO1BNL3KtJJSlA5hNG5SIzhtgiw2HFJ5OOsHaurIqaA-Dc57LwlU1N65l7XA8F8OaO1tSogGrMP7VOt1XOO6krleZuSGii4u4RYgKEvA2FANUma0BMdMkyFWmQMiGt987giESSXRDl4Uwdb6atrh_5bl00c_IIOUH22TSePhny69hgq6ggOvAYSsD8I6JiwzdZEXk2WDPzkF2Ua48GlY7O-NondU84v8twv-lDPs_pf89B0PWyeuUWSME4fDMh7AbQ=&c=&ch=
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active lipids called prostaglandins play in these developmental processes, although
studies have found that prostaglandins help initiate male genital development. In this
issue of EHP, researchers show that several structurally different endocrine-active
pesticides suppress prostaglandin synthesis and signaling in mouse cells.

"The research provides support for a new modality of endocrine disruption via
prostaglandin inhibition," says senior study author Andreas Kortenkamp, a toxicologist at
Brunel University in London. This study is thought to be the first to test pesticides for
these effects.

Read more...

See original study in EHP, "Effects of Common Pesticides on Prostaglandin D2 (PGD2)
Inhibition in SC5 Mouse Sertoli Cells, Evidence of Binding at the COX-2 Active Site, and
Implications for Endocrine Disruption".

GUEST COMMENTARY: Taking a look at Article 47 [synthetic turf] 
Source: The Concord Journal, March 27, 2016
Author: Debbie Barr

    It ultimately took two U.S. senators, four congressmen and the White House to
respond to public concern that swept across the country about the environmental impact
and safety of artificial turf playing fields. Scattered and inconclusive research had
confused and subverted the ability of local officials to protect children, adults and the
environment. ...

    - In November 2015, ten questions about Artificial Turf were sent to Gina McCarthy,
EPA director by members of the house energy and commerce committee.

    - Senators Bill Nelson and Richard Blumenthal of the Consumer Protection and Product
Safety Committee followed up with a similar letter to Elliot Kaye, chairman, Consumer
Product Safety Commission and also requested assistance from President Obama.

    - On Feb. 9, the White House directed the EPA, Centers for Disease Control/ Agency
for Toxic Substances Disease Registry and the Consumer Product Safety Commission to
undertake a multi-agency Federal Research Action Plan into the rubber surfaces that
could be linked to health and environmental impact of carcinogenic materials and
exposure over time.

Read more...

See a summary of meeting materials from California's OEHHA Synthetic Turf Scientific
Advisory Panel Meeting, February 8, 2016, Synthetic Turf Study.

TURI's Note: See our library guide on Artificial Turf.
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